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The topic of climate change and its impacts has caught the attention of people all
over the world. In this context, it is only logical to expect people directly affected by
the unpredictable patterns of climate and its impacts at the local level will be keen on
knowing about the ways and means of tackling such impacts. This aspect of impacts
management is critical from a public policy point of view and has to be given its due
attention. It s, therefore, appropriate to communicate with all concerned stakeholders
about the spread and depth of issues along with useful information about the roles they
can play to tackle challenges at the local level. This can be aligned with information
on the science and management of interventions so that stakeholders will be able to
function in a well informed manner. It is equally important to deliver information in a
timely manner based on insights about the preparedness of stakeholders to receive and
comprehend messages. The present initiative is a need based response to communicate
in a simple manner about some important and emerging understanding of climate change
and its impacts along with information on some locally relevant solutions. The case in
point is of climate change, its impacts and management with respect to agriculture.

Three important aspects highlight the uniqueness of this publication.

1. Examples of unique mitigation and adaptation action by communities in India have
been presented. These initiatives provide hope for communities with comparable
challenges. Of equal importance is the opportunity for decision makers to know
about locally relevant and feasible interventions that can be up-scaled and
sustained through appropriate institutional arrangements with communities. This
also establishes to local connect between the communities, real — life issues and
the need to tackle them expeditiously.

2. The need to strengthen community leadership through suitable training and
capacity building programmes has been highlighted. This is essential to complement
awareness and other science and management communication so that communities
can reach out to elected leaders and institutions in the process of consolidating
individual and collective action. Elected leaders, non — elected youth and other
dynamic individuals are important players in this scene and have to deliver
through their respective niches so that collective action is achieved. Elements
of such leadership initiatives are stated in this book to assist others engaged in
these tasks.
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Most often the photosynthetic role of agriculture crops is not adequately highl
as an important mitigation phenomenon. It is well known that carbon dioxide is
captured by crops and is therefore the only natural process that removes it from
the atmosphere. From a public policy point of view it is essential to recognize
this fact so that agriculture can be promoted and fostered by recruiting larger
tracts of land relegated as waste lands. Wetlands too can be suitably managed
to deliver their eco system services. This leads on to the possibility that climate
— efficient cropping and management of water, land and bio resources will only
enhance productivity and livelihood opportunities. This is essential to cater
to the challenges of food and livelihood security and view agriculture and its
practice as an integrated mitigation and adaptation tool. This is an important
consideration for decision makers, national and international institutions  that
develop regulations, fiscal and non — fiscal tools and institutional mechanisms
that will impact agriculture.

In addition to these three aspects the present publication is also timely because of the
launch of India’s missions and focused efforts aligned with the 12th 5 — Year Plan. It
is important to help communities with information that can guide action.

‘The National Councilfor Climate Change, Sustainable Development and Public Leadership
has spearheaded this integrated framework. A large number of specialists in this area
deliberated on these aspects at its round tables across the country and enriched the
process of learning.

New Delhi Justice B. P. Singh
February 7, 2012 Former Judge of Supreme Court
and President of NCCSD





